[Title Name Surname MP]

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

Date

Dear [YOUR MP]

TAX CHANGES

I am writing to you concerning changes to taxation which were introduced in the 2007 Budget and that will take effect from the tax year 2008/09. 

As a member of [INSERT ORGANISATION], and supporter of the Public Service Pensioners’ CounciI, I was delighted that the Chancellor increased the personal taxation allowances for those aged 65 and over as this is something that we have been campaigning on for a long time. However, the abolition of the 10% tax band is not so welcome for pensioners in the age bracket of 60- 64 years. 

[PERSONALISE IF APPROPRIATE], (e.g. age of retirement, reasons etc] The abolition of the tax band meant that pensioners (such as myself) (that I represent), who are your constituents)), who retired before the age of 65 with a modest income of between £5,700 and £16,500 are disadvantaged.  For example, if I had a total income of £10,000 in 2007/08 I would pay £782.90 in tax. The abolition of the 10% tax band means that a pensioner aged between 60 and 64 in 2008/09 with an identical income would be taxed around £130 more. Those at the lowest end of this bracket will receive Pension Credit which helps to offset the tax loss but others will not. 

I am disappointed that the Government has seemingly overlooked the needs of this small low-income group when altering the tax allowances. The Public Service Pensioners’ Council is seeking to raise this issue within Parliament to encourage Government to take steps to safeguard the incomes of pensioners such as myself. 

I would be very grateful if you would (meet with me to discuss my concerns) (convey my concerns to the Minister responsible). If you would like any further information, please do let me know.

Yours sincerely

