
National Association of Retired Fire-fighters 

No.3 District Meeting 

Tankersley Fire Station 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Sunday January 17
th
 2010 

 

 

Opening:   

The annual meeting of the NARF District 3 AGM was called to order at 13.40 by 

Chairman Mr Armiger.  

  

Present:  

 M Armiger – Lincoln (Chairman) 

 A Beecroft – Barnsley (Number 3 District Secretary) 

 H G Whitaker – Leeds (District Treasurer) 

 D Hartigan - Leeds 

 R A Sharp - Barnsley 

 B Oliver - Barnsley 

 P Chipchase - Barnsley 

 D Lockwood - Sheffield 

 T Mullins - Sheffield 

 G Firth - Wakefield 

 M K Osborne – Wakefield 

 B Andrews – Lincoln 

 

Apologies: 

 A Ward – Leeds 

 

The Secretary called the meeting to order and asked everyone to stand to remember 

former friends and colleagues who are no longer with us. 

 

1.  Minutes of Last Meeting: 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and checked for accuracy, carried 

unanimously. 

 

2.  Matters Arising: 

 It was reported that Hull & Humberside pay their subscriptions direct. 

 Grimsby and Bridlington want to restart as branches but no one is interested in 

taking on the officials of the branches. 

 Mr Whitaker asked if retirement courses were running in South Yorkshire, Mr 

Sharp confirmed that he had not been asked to speak at one for some time. Mr 

Beecroft said he would contact the Chief Fire Officer of South Yorkshire re: 

putting messages on the bottom of payslips with reference to contacting and 

recruiting new members as done by West Yorkshire branches. 

 The problem with regards to the matter of diaries has still not been resolved 

and no answer has been gained as to the lost deposit. 



 Fire Guard: Never was an ongoing issue with NARF but some retired 

members were still considering joining this organisation; NARF strongly 

recommends to members not to take this on. 

 Proposed G Firth; Seconded by R G Sharpe; Minutes accepted.  

 

3.  Secretary’s Report: 

Mr Beecroft reported that it has been a busy year trying to update membership of 

Number 3 District, but it has been an unenviable task. This is still ongoing and in 

cooperation with Mr Firth (Wakefield branch) hopes that in the near future this task 

will be completed. Mr Beecroft also thought it would be possible to visit each branch 

in district 3 in the year, but, after long deliberation it was decided that this would not 

be practical.  

This year has been a valuable learning experience and a LOT has been learnt which 

will help in the future. 

Mr Beecroft also reported that we as an organisation should push for new members in 

any way possible including contacting CFO’s and any retired members that we know 

in this district to promote this message. 

 

4.  Treasurers Report: 

Mr Whitaker reports that the statement of accounts shows that the districts funds are 

in a healthy condition and recommends that the subscriptions to district remains at10p 

per member. The statement of accounts was scrutinised and passed as correct. 

Proposed to accept report: P Chipchase; Seconded by D Hartigan all in favour. 

 

5.  Election of Officials 

Secretary – A Beecroft 

Proposed: D Oliver 

Seconded: D Hartigan   Carried 

 

Chairman – M Armiger 

Proposed: P Chipchase 

Seconded: R A Sharp   Carried 

 

6.  Fire Fighters Charity:   

 Mr Whitaker reports that the recycling effort carried out by branches brings in 

£15k per year with bins been located on fire stations. Over the coming year it 

is to be attempted for the scheme to be rolled out at national level. Any monies 

collected are to be targeted within Burns Units. Any spare capacity at the 

rehabilitation centres up and down the country is to be now offered to the 

prison service. Jubilee House has been fitted out to accept disabled adults and 

children. It is proposed, when funds allow, to build new rest and recuperation 

centres in Essex and at venues in Scotland.  

 It was proposed by B Oliver and seconded by R Sharpe that it is the feeling of 

this district that the Fire Fighters charity should apply to the crown for Royal 

status for our organisation because of the Queens patronage. All in favour. 

 

 

7.  Any Other Business: 

 Mr Whitaker wanted to know for Mr G Bows (National Membership 

Secretary) information whether Barnsley, Sheffield, Rotherham and Doncaster 



was still to be known as the ‘South Yorkshire Branch’. This question was 

answered succinctly by Mr T Mullins who said that this was never the case 

and South Yorkshire had 4 individual branches which are: Barnsley, Sheffield, 

Rotherham and Doncaster, he also added that a letter had been sent to the 

NARF magazine supporting this statement and hoped that this subject had 

now been laid to rest. 

 As there was no more business to be discussed the Chairman, Mr Armiger, 

closed the meeting at 15.17 hours. 

 

 

The next District 3 Meeting will be held at 13.30 on Sunday 15
th

 January 2011. 

 

 

 

Signed:  

 

 

 

 

 

Mr A Beecroft  

District 3 Secretary 

 

 

 

 

   

 


